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& Standingup for
f Michigan’sWater:
Lobby Day

In December of 2005, the Michi-
gan Senate passed a package of billsto
regulate water use. While thisis a step
forward for Michigan, more is needed
to ensure the Great Lakes receive the
protection needed to keep these waters
safefrom export. During 2006, EMEAC
and other organizations involved with
the Great Lakes Great Michigan cam-
paign urged representatives to
strengthen the bills in three critical
ways.

"= Protect against diversions by

requiring legislative approval for

diversions outside of the Great

Lakesbasin,

‘= Protect all of our natural re-
sources from later use impacts by
expanding protections to include
private property and habitatswith-
out fish populations, and

*++ Ensure water con-
servation by requiring
water users to self-cer-
tify that they arefollow-
ing generally accepted
water management prac-
tices.

On February 1st, 76 leg-
islators and staff and 28 rep-
resentatives joined our coa-
lition groups at a breakfast
briefing to learn about the
amendments to strengthen
this legislation. EMEAC
meet with four representa-
tives from Oakland County.
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jg.f_’Smart Growth

" In communities across the nation,
thereisagrowing concern that current
development patterns— by what many
call sprawl — arenolonger inthelong-
terminterest of cities, existing suburbs,
small towns, rural communitiesor wil-
dernessareas. Thereare costsinvolved
with abandoning infrastructure in the
city, only torebuildit further out. Smart
Growth is environmentally-sensitive
land development with the goals of
minimizing dependence on auto trans-
portation, reducing air pollution, and
making infrastructureinvestments more
efficient.

To address these concerns
EMEAC, along with the Four Towns
Citizen Action Committee, hosted the
Healthy Roads forum that took place
onApril 1% at the Highlands L ake cam-
pus of Oakland Community College.
Theforum presented animpressiveline
up of smart growth experts, township
planning directors, and environmental
and economic development organiza-
tions to a local audience. The pur-

2005-2006 Financial Report

Statement of Activities for Year Ending March 31, 2006 with Comparative Totals for 2005

Revenue 2006
Dues and Donations
EMEAC $12,889

Endowment Income $12,290
Grants $42,550
Annual Conference $6,446
Other unrestricted income $2,800
Net realized gain (loss) onin endowment

investments $8,309
Unrealized gain (loss) on endowment

investment $48,159
Net Assets Released From Restrictions $0

Restrictions satified by payments

Total Revenue, Gains

and Other Support $133,443
Expenses
Program Services
EMEAC $82,293
Management $8,035
Development $13,249
Total $103,578

2005

$15,149
$6,379
$90,100
$2,896
$5,200

$29,311
-$16,121

$0

$132,914

$90,134
$10,713
$5,877
$106,723

Statement of Financial Position for Year Ending March 31, 2006 with Comparative Totals for

2005

(Decreases)/Increases In Net Assets $29,865
Net Assets - Beginning of Year $518,571
Net Assets $548,436

-
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A complete set of financia statementsis available upon request.

$26,191

$516,529

$518,571
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3 Earth Shareof Michigan

Earth Share

OF MICHIGAN

In 1987, EMEAC and other Michi-
gan-based environmental and conserva
tion organizations joined together to
raise money through workplace giving.
During 2001, the Michigan program
joined the national workplace giving
organization called Earth Share and
adopted the name, Earth Share of
Michigan (ESMI).

ESMI  has 24 Michigan-based
member organizations. Michigan em-
ployees can now give to state and na-
tional environmental and conservation
organizations through a single work-
placegiving campaign.

ESMI conductsannual giving cam-
paigns in approximately 350 work-
placesthroughout Michigan. During the
2005 campaign season, ESMI raised
$290,796 for itsmember organizations.
For more information about ESMI or
starting aworkplacegiving programfor
the environment, please contact Jerry
Stevens at 517-641-7200 or
jerry@earthsharemichigan.org.

14

w# Endowment Fund

In the 1980’s, Nathan (Barry)
Driggersencouraged EMEAC to estab-
lish an endowment fund. Barry wasthe
president of the Harder Foundation of
Detroit.

To help EMEAC build its endow-
ment fund, the Harder Foundation of -
fered to match, dollar for dollar, all
money EMEAC deposited in the fund
between 1985 and 1989. EMEAC un-
dertook a fundraising campaign to
which its members responded gener-
ously. With matching foundation dol-
lars, the endowment fund reached
$221,523 by June of 19809.

A committee of the EMEAC
Board, chaired by Saida Malarney,
manages the endowment fund with
professional investment services pro-
vide by UBS. As of March 31, 2006,
the market value of EMEAC's endow-
ment fund was $548,436.

pose of the forum was to address some
of the sprawl concerns that have been
sprouting up around the 4 Towns area.

“Sprawl is not something that was
done to us.” Stated Richard Norton,
Professor of Urban Planning at the Uni-
versity of Michigan and keynotefor the
Healthy Communities forum. “When
we believeit isour right to live where
wewant, in thetype of homeswe want,
consequences follow. All rights bring
withthem responsibilities. The asserted
rightto ‘livewherever | want’ isamyth
because it only gives half of the equa-
tion; it fails to acknowledge that one’s
choice of where and how onelives has
larger implications for one’s commu-
nity.”

Tipping the concernsin the areais
the proposed M-5 connector that has
been proposed by the Commerce Down-
town development Authority. Commu-
nity membersworry that the connector
would destroy the 100 acres of wetlands
and many lakes and streams including
the precious spawning areas along the
corridor; increase drive-through traffic
in the area and may attract additional
commutersfrom other areas.

2%_{Savi ng Wetlands

Local governments can reduce
flooding, improve water quality and
preserve wildlife habitat by protecting
wetlands. Althoughthereisastatelaw
to protect wetlands, the Michigan De-
partment of Environmental Quality
(MDEQ) isnot ableto provide inspec-
tors everywhere in the state where al-
terations to wetlands might occur.
MDEQ encourageslocal governments
to adopt and implement their own wet-
lands protection ordinances.

Thispast year, EMEAC concluded
aproject funded by the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency and directed
by MDEQ to expand local wetland pro-
tection programsin Michigan. Withits
project partner, Tip of the Mitt Water-
shed Council, EMEAC designed and
presented wetlands protection work-
shops across the state, surveyed local
officialsand activistsregarding ways by
which MDEQ can encouragelocal pro-
grams, provided reference materialsand
established a statewide wetlands pro-
tection listserv.




o¢¢ Celepbrating Water for Life: A global call toaction

P

The World Health Organized (WHO) declared 2005 — 2015 the decade of
Celebrating Water for Life. WHO states that, “the years between 2005 and
2015 arecritical to focus global attention on what should be obvious: water for
life. Apart from demonstrating your personal commitment to organizing events
around World Water Day, it is going to be vital to make 2005 and leading up to
2015 remarkable yearsin ensuring that everyoneisaware of the urgency of the
goalsto beachieved. Every event and every voiceon every occasion will bevital
in ensuring new energy and commitment to turning the tide on a situation we
can no longer abide.”

In this spirit of WHO's declaration, water rights were the theme of the
Celebrating Water for Life series of events sponsored by Southeast Michigan
environmental and social justice groups. EMEA C opened the series during our
annual event.

This seriesisimportant to local residents because there are many commu-
nities across Michigan confronting water pollution, shortage, diversion and rate
issues

“ In Detroit hundreds of residents have had their water shut off and in

Highland Park, thousands of residentsare not only experiencing homewater

shut-offs, but many havelost their homeswhen the sky rocking water rates

are attached to their property taxes,

-':fﬁ':' Mecosta County’s ground water is being freely siphoned, bottled and
sold by Nestle;

-:f;":- Monroe County residents must ship in water because their water sup-
ply has been contaminated by quarry operations.

; -..{SUSTAI NERS, Continued

Nancy and Richard Kautz
Roy F. Knudsen
Cathryn H. Kurtagh
Bernice Lasker
Nancy Lee

Caroline McCollom
KevinMills

Elaine P. Morse
William Morse
Glenn C. Muhr
Jeannine Palms
Barbara Pepper
Frances Schonenberg
Diana Seales

Margot Snyder

Anne Sousanis
AmeliaSteiger
Lawrence Sweset
Cathleen S. Zepelin

; # DONORS, Continued

Peggy Collins
LindaDarga

David Dempsey

Roshani Deraniyaga e-Dantes
LindaEberly

Marjorie Faessler, President
Geraldine Frenette
PamelaA. Frucci

Joellen Gilchrist

E. Halbeisen and H.Greenwood
Jacquelineamill

Sue Woodall and Don Healy
Nancy Johnson-Smith

Dan and Heidi Keifer

Bruce and Diane Kezlarian
Nancy Lee

William and Harriet Mytle
Bernice C. Magertz

Pauline M. Mengebier
David Moskowitz

Russell and Carrie Peebles
Nadji and Oakley Reynolds
Lois B. Robbins

Christine Soucy Rueff
David Schmidt
MarciaSchwarz

Maxine Sherman

There is good reason to worry about access to fresh water for those of us Barbara Shoemaker
livinginthe Great LakesBasin. Huge plansto divert water through pipes out of Linda Swanson
the Great L akes Basin for saleto the parched American Southwest or in tankers John W. Voelpel
to Asiahave been and continueto be proposed. Detroit’swater supply systemis Sanford Waxer
old and in need of repair. In other cities including Atlanta, New Orleans, Lex- Marianna S. Wells
ington and Indianapoalis, private corporations have presented attractive financ- $4 DONORS Jan Wilson
ing proposals and have taken over public systems. Jt{/ Up to $49 during 2004-2005
e IreneAnbender - EMEAC maintains careful records of
Barbaraand Craig Beach donations. However, there may be er-
! Elin Becker rors in this listing. If your name has
IE:rrr?elaraBBlar; been misspelled, incorrectly listed or
abrady omitted, please accept our apology and
M Henry Cendrowski inform us so that we may correct our

Philip and Hanna Clampitt records.
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y# EMEAC ShowsFilm Thirst To Promote Public Discussion
= About Water Privitization and Diversion

The opening of the Celebrating
Water for Life seriestook placeon May
9" as part of EMEAC's annual event.
Theevening beganwith environmentally
themed spoken word poetry from
Detroit’sWilliam Copeland followed by
ascreening of the movie Thirst and the
trailer for the upcoming documentary
Water Warriors — on the Highland
Park’swater crisis.

In the opening scene of the docu-
mentary Thirst, John Briscoe, the Se-
nior Water Advisor to The World Bank,
asks: “What does it mean to say that
water isahuman right?’ The consensus
of the paliticians, international bank-
ersand corporate executives at the 2003
World Water Forum in Kyoto, Japanis
that global corporations should control
fresh water systems.

Lest Americanviewersfed compla
cent that corporate take-overs of fresh
water can’t happen here, Thirst focuses
on Stockton, California where Mayor
Gary Podesto is persuaded that a glo-
bal water consortium will be more ef-
fective than city employees at manag-

ing Stockton’swater and sewer system.

The evening ended in alively au-
dience discussion moderated by jour-
nalist Jack Lessenberry of Michigan
Public Radio and the Metro Times.
During the discussion, Sylvia Ordufio,
who works with Michigan Welfare
Rights Organization and is a PhD can-
didate at the University of Michigan
shared, “For thepast severa yearswe' ve
been telling people that thousands of
Detroit and Highland Park residents
have been living without water. We need
help with stopping the shut-offs and
implementing awater affordability plan.
Liketheresidents of Stockton spoke of
in Thirst, if we don’t do something to
protect our municipal water department,
it'sgoing to be privatized.”

Lynna Kaucheck, of Clean Water
Action, said shewas excited to be apart
of the event. “ Participantswere anxious
to know what they could do, and al-
though | madealot of |etter writing fli-
ers to distribute, | got rid of them all
and | had to search for my personal cop-
iesto distribute!”
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.« Detroit’sWater: Looking to the Past to find Justice for the
2 Future
~ The second event for Celebrating Water for Life featured a panel of environ-
mental and community experts. Theevent took placeat Detroit'sBarth Hall, Wood-
ward Ave on June 13th.

“Itishard toimagine apositive resol ution without adiscussion about creating
new relationships and conversations between the city and the suburbs’ commented
one Oakland County resident during the discussion. Many of the participants
appreciated Russ Bullant and Dave Dempsey’s comments on water rightsin Michi-
gan. The panel of local experts discussed the complex history, politics and race
relations among residentsthat share Detroit’ swater system in Oakland and Wayne

Counties.

47 Youth Great L akes

1/ Sewar dship Event

The recent Celebrating Water for
Life event brought together approxi-
mately 70 youth from across Wayne,
Washtenaw and Oakland Counties.
Youth participated in sharing their views
on the current state of Michigan's envi-
ronment. Participants learned about
water diversion, equity and pollution as
they attended presentations and break
out sessions. Discussion session topics
varied from potential environmental
health risks of the Great Lakes water
system such aslead and mercury, water
access and affordability, and public use
and privatization of water in Michigan.

Youth were also given pointers by
local environmental organizerson mes-
saging and educating their peers, neigh-
borsand community members.

PZ* Midwest Social Forum

Il

The Midwest Social Forum
(MWSF) is an annual gathering of
grassroots organizations, community
activists, workers, educators, students,
artists, and others committed to making
a better, more just world possible. The
MWSF provides an open space for ex-
changing experiences and information,
strengthening alliances and networks,
and developing effective strategies for
progressive social, economic, and po-
litical change. The MWSF builds on
both regional and global traditions and
sources of inspiration.

EMEAC hosted a six-hour caucus
during the 2006 Midwest Social Forum,
MilwaukeeWisconsin, on July 6" based
on the Celebrating Water for Life se-
ries. The forum focused on access to
water in Southeast Michigan and
Gresat Lakeswater diversion con-
cerns. EMEAC hosted this
workshop with Michigan Welfare
Rights Organization and the
University of Michigan’s
Ginsberg Center for Community
Learning. Thirty environmental
groups from around the Great
L akes were represented, ten be-
ing from Michigan.
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74/ New Web Site

EMEAC launched a brand new website in December. This new site design
and featureswill better connect EM EAC membersto important events and teachers
and studentsto the latest Great Lakes Environmental Education resources.

Thehome page hasup to datelisting on environmental events happening around
Southeast Michigan, and links to action alerts on environmental |egislation with
linksto post cards and letters that members can download and send to their repre-
sentatives. Educators have their own page with links, tips and ideas for environ-
mental lessons plans. Students can link to our ‘youth page’, where they can find
out about environmental leadership trainings, environmental competitions, and lo-
cal eventsfor kids.

Please check out the new look and features at www.emeac.org

427 New Executive Director and Community Or ganizer

lf—. d

Thisyear also welcomed in a new Executive Director, Diana Seales and new
Community Organizer, DomianaAlexander. Diana Sealesjoined EMEAC on Janu-
ary 10th. She has an extensive background in environmental project management,
environmental justice advocacy, and community organizing. Dianaearned her BS
in Environmental Science and Water and Tribal Policy at The Evergreen State Col-
lege in Olympia Washington and her MS in Environmental Justice and Environ-
mental Resource Policy and Behavior at the School of Natural Resources at the
University of Michigan. Dianaworked in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, connecting com-
munity leadersto solveenvironmental and health challengesin Rio’sfavel as (squatter
settlements) before comingto EMEAC. After earning her BS, Dianaworked for an
environmental engineering firm for fiveyearsin Seattle on storm water and erosion
control projects.

DomianaAlexander joined EMEAC on June 7th. Sheis arecent graduate of
Michigan State University with abachelor’s degreein Environmental Studiesand
Applications. Beforejoining EMEAC, Domianaworked on environmental justice
issues at both the state and federal and state level. At Michigan Environmental
Council (MEC) she helped to organize and host a food forum for communitiesin
the Metro Detroit Area to address the needs of women and their families and re-
searched the health effects on infants, children and women of eating mercury con-
taminated fish. Atthefederal level, Domianaworked at the Environmental Protec-
tion Agency (EPA) in Washington D.C where she assisted in the development of
new Environmental Justice Targeting Tools for the Office of Environmental Jus-
tice.
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24 Local and State-wide Environmental Justice Tours

Everyone deserves a
baseline standard of living, but
many communitiesin Michigan
areover burdened by toxic con-
tamination.

Currently thereisno policy
inMichiganto addressenviron-
mental injustice. A coalition of
environmental and socia orga-
nizations have cometogether to
launch astate-wide campaign to
advocate for an Executive Order on Environmental Justice to be signed by Gover-
nor Jennifer Granholm. The order would create a framework to begin addressing
relief for communities overburdened by polluting and toxic facilities. To educate
the public about these environmental threats and to raise support for the Executive
Order on Environmental Justice EMEAC helped ACCESS, DetroitersWorking for
Environmental Justice and the Ecology Center to organize two tours, one around
Detroit in October (in collaboration with the nation wide environmental Justice
tours) and another across the state in November.

Thefirst tour highlighted to the media and participants that Detroit’s popul a-
tion (80% African American and 5% L atino) faces many challenges:

-*= Driving down |-75 south of downtown Detroit, it's hard to missthe odors

coming off the landscape of industrial stacks and facilities. Marathon Oil,

Great Lakes Stedl, Detroit Edison, wastewater treatment plants, and many other

industrial facilities neighbor residents of South End/Delray.

%= In Southwest Detroit, the Detroit Public Schools built Beard Elementary
School on top of asite contaminated with PCBs, lead and arsenic. The com-
munity faced the unfair situation of choosing between their children’s educa-
tion and a safe environment.

Challengestothiscity also include high unemployment, poverty, aninadequate
school system, and rising health care costs. These issues are exacerbated by the
city’spoor environmental quality.

The second tour around Michigan highlighted that neighborhoods throughout
the state face similar challenges:

-.-":'-;'{- Some sectorsin Grand Rapids have the highest |ead poisoning ratesin the

state. Studies show that lead poisoning is associated with development and

behavioral disordersand juvenile delinquency.

"= Downstream from Midland'sDow Chemical, dioxin levelsexceeded 7,000
parts per trillion near residential areas (80 timesthe state's standards).
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This summer, during EMEAC's
strategic planning session, the board
decided to outreach to youth: creating
opportunities for students to learn
about the environment and environmen-
tal careers. Thisyear, EMEAC haspre-
sented and tabled at environmental and
educational conferences, hosted envi-
ronmental education events for mem-
bers, presented tolocal classrooms, and
created anew website that will host re-
sourcesfor teachersand studentsinter-
ested in environmental education.

In October, EMEAC tabled the
Metropolitan Detroit Science Teacher’s
Association Conference and informed
local teachersabout environmental edu-
cation resources and distributed infor-
mation about EMEAC's Youth Envi-
ronmenta Stewards (Y ES) Council and
the ‘Green Screen’ Environmental
FilmFestival; a student environmental
short film contest. The short film and
video competition invites students to

747 Youth Environmental Stewar dship and Education

submit filmsthat focus on environmen-
tal issuesintheir community. Thecon-
test is open to open to all high and
middle schools students and youth or-
ganizations in Oakland and Wayne
Counties.

EMEAC is also one of DEQ'’s
advising organizationsfor their Michi-
gan Environmental Education Cur-
riculum Support (MEECS) program.
In October, EMEAC invited Tom
Occhipinti, coordinator of the MEECS
program to speak to our members
about the MEECS program and to net-
work with local teacher about thisnew
environmental education curriculum.
Thegoa of the MEECS programisto
provide students in grades 4 through
9 with an opportunity to learn more
about their environment through les-
sons in Science and Social Studies.
The MEECS curriculum consists of
five different curriculum units; Air
Quality, Ecosystems & Biodiversity,

Energy Resources, Land Use, and
Water Quality. The units have been
field tested by 120 teachersin nearly
200 Michigan classrooms. Theunits
can be used individually, or used to-
gether by a school system as the ba-
sisof amulti-year environmental edu-
cation curriculum. Linksto three of
the five MEECS unit lesson plans
(water, energy and air) can be found
on our new website, along with links
to other Michigan based Environmen-
tal curriculum plans and guides.

Throughout the year EMEAC
has presented in local classroomsand
to youth groups. The purpose of the
in-class presentations is to connect
withyouthin afamiliar setting while
educating them about the environ-
ment. Often it is difficult for youth
or school to take time out to
find environmental educa-
tional resources, so we do our
best to bring resources to the
classroom. Going to theclass
room also givesusachanceto
seewhat environmental issues
are of concern to students. In
October EMEAC presented at
two venues; the first to an Af-
rican American History classat

Renaissance High
School and the sec-
ond to the Clinton
River Watershed
Youth  Council
Workshop.

In the Renais-
sance classroom,
wefocused on envi-
ronmental health.
Students  were
asked how many of them have asthma,
or have someone at homewith asthma.
Almost every students raised their
hands. We discussed why so many of
them suffered from asthma and many
were already aware that the quality of
the air they breatheis afactor.

Part of the presentation was a
hands-on land use exercise where stu-
dents were given the opportunity to
plan out their own city. Each group
had onelarge piece of paper with ariver
drawn through it. Each city hadtoin-
clude a specific infrastructure. Then
each group presented their city and why
they placed certain things next to each
other. The purpose of the activity was
to get them thinking about how cities
are planned (and how often they arenot
planned well).




